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“The  White  Man's  Burden," 

From  the  Boston  Evening  Transcript,  Feb.  18,  1899. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Transcript : 

A singular  phase  of  the  inverted  Americanism  of  the  present  time  is  the 
reception  given  by  the  press,  and  many  of  our  public  speakers,  to  Kipling’s 
latest  poem,  the  “White  Man’s  Burden.”  If  taken  as  a timely  warning,  it 
is  forceful  and  happy,  but  accepted,  as  it  apparently  is  by  many,  as  an 
invocation  to  what  is  called  duty,  the  words  and  spirit  are  simply  brutal. 

Take  up  the  white  man’s  burden, 

Send  forth  the  best  ye  breed; 

Go,  bind  your  sons  in  exile, 

To  serve  your  captives’  need. 
***** 

Take  up  the  white  man’s  burden, 

The  savage  wars  of  peace. 

***** 

The  ports  ye  shall  not  enter, 

The  roads  ye  shall  not  tread; 

Go,  make  them  with  your  living, 

And  mark  them  with  your  dead. 
***** 

Nor  call  too  loud  on  Freedom 
To  cloke  your  weariness. 

Such  words  come  to  us  already  with  fearful  import  when  the  armies  of 
a free  republic  are  engaged  in  slaughtering  men,  women  and  children  in  the 
Philippines,  and  burning  and  ravaging  their  villages  and  homes  because, 
forsooth,  those  poor  people  have  been  guilty  of  the  crime  of  desiring  to 
govern  themselves,  and  aspired  to  a freedom  which  we,  of  all  people,  claim 
to  have  bought  of  their  old  oppressors. 

Trevelyan  says  of  Americans  in  1775:  “They  were  willing  to  owe 
everything  to  England,  but  they  did  not  recognize  her  claim  to  measure  out 
their  portion  of  liberty.”  In  more  homely  words,  Speaker  Reed  alludes  to 
our  carrying  “canned  liberty  to  the  heathen.” 

Every  true  American  should  hang  his  head  in  shame  that  such  things 
could  be  done  in  the  name  of  liberty,  and  such  words  now  apply  to  America. 

Worse  even  than  this  is  the  perversion  of  humanity  and  civilization  as  a 
pretense  to  cover  our  greed  and  selfishness.  We  say  this  has  been  thrust  upon 
us  as  a “duty.”  Never  was  there  a more  palpable  case  of  a nation's  blindly 
assuming  as  a right  and  duty  something  which  had  no  foundation  but  in  our 
own  lust  for  domain  and  power. 

The  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Manila  imposed  upon  us  no  such 
duty  as  we  have  assumed.  Grant,  if  you  please,  that  the  islands  we  had  not 
conquered  could  not  have  been  left  to  Spain’s  control — although  her  treatment 
of  them  was  very  similar  to  that  we  have  adopted  — but  was  there  no  other 
course,  honorable  to  our  nation  and  consistent  with  our  history,  open  to  us  and 
still  open?  Was  there  anything  but  cheap  talk  about  destiny  being  duty  and 
“who  will  haul  down  the  American  flag?”  that  prevented  the  President’s  saying 


to  Aguinaldo,  of  whom  Dewey  wrote,  “he  has  acted  nobly,  he  is  a great  man’’: 
We  have  placed  you  in  your  present  position,  we  have  armed  you,  we  have 
accepted  your  aid  against  Spain,  we  have  held  out  hopes  of  independence,  and 
now  that  the  war  is  over  we  mean  to  ring  true,  we  do  not  want  your  lands,  nor 
to  rule  you,  but  as  We  are  responsible  for  order,  we  will  assist  and  support  you 
until  your  Government  can  maintain  itself,  preserving  the  rights  of  your  people 
and  keeping  with  you  only  sucli  force  temporarily  as  may  be  needed  for  such 
purpose. 

That  would  have  been  consistent.  But  no,  we  bought  and  paid  for  their 
country,  had  it  ceded  to  the  United  States,  refused  them  any  hope  of  freedom, 
and  meanwhile  boasted  of  the  extension  of  our  world  power,  showed  how  our 
commerce  might  profit  by  stealing  other  people’s  property,  and  how  civilization 
would  be  extended  by  missionary  work  with  powder  and  shot  accompaniment. 

The  special  newspaper  of  a member  of  the  cabinet  says  that  Aguinaldo  has 
not  succeeded  in  building  up  a republic  in  six  months,  and  therefore  we  can 
wait  no  longer,  although  we  may  have  to  recognize  the  sultan  of  Sulu,  who 
governs  some  of  the  islands.  Did  Aguinaldo  have  any  encouragement  from  us 
after  war  ceased,  or  did  we  threaten  to  take  him  and  his  people  and  “benevo- 
lently assimilate”  them?  Did  our  fathers  build  up  a republic  in  six  months, 
or  would  they  have  succeeded  in  six  years  without  French  aid?  What  if 
Aguinaldo’s  Government  was  not  a model  republic,  have  we  scrupled  to  support 
a bloody  savage  on  the  throne  of  Samoa,  to  bolster  up  a simple  oligarchy  in 
Hawaii,  or  to  leave  in  Alaska  a rule  of  fraud  and  semi-anarchy. 

People’s  memories  must  be  short  if  they  do  not  run  back  to  times  before 
the  Civil  War  when  the  slave  masters  of  the  South  talked  of  manifest  destiny, 
of  the  white  man's  burden  and  of  the  benefits  of  the  white  man’s  rule  in  pro- 
moting the  happiness  and  civilization  of  the  negroes  in  slavery.  It  was  a 
subservient  Supreme  Court  whose  majority  proclaimed  that  the  black  man  had 
no  rights  a white  man  was  bound  to  respect,  and  that  judgment  was  over-ruled 
in  the  blood  of  our  young  men  and  at  the  cost  of  a nation’s  treasure. 

Do  our  people  see  no  parallel  in  all  this  and  do  they  believe  that  hypocrisy 
and  lust  of  territory  with  the  suppression  of  colored  men’s  rights  and  liberties 
will  find  no  Nemesis  later? 

There  is  hope  and  faith  in  the  fact  that  the  plain,  honest  people  of  this  land 
have  not  yet  spoken,  but  sooner  or  later  their  will  will  be  manifest,  and  if  they 
are  Republicans  still  they  will  show  that  they  have  not  forgotten  Washington 
and  Lincoln,  that  their  sympathies  are  just  as  true  and  strong  as  when  they  went 
out  towards  suffering  Poland  and  to  Kossuth  an  1 his  Hungarians.  They  will 
remember  how  they  felt  for  suffering  Greece,  how  they  sympathized  in  the 
woes  of  Ireland  and  Armenia,  how  in  this  hemisphere  they  prayed  for  the 
success  of  the  black  Toussaint  L’Overture  and  for  struggling  Cuba,  and  remem- 
bering all  this  they  will  not  consent  to  enslave  the  Filipinos  or  become  the 
owners  of  a weaker  people.  The  example  of  England  for  ill  will  not  weigh 
much  then  with  a people  who  have  never  willingly  accepted  her  example  when 
it  was  for  good,  nor  will  a “century  of  dishonor”  with  the  Indians  be  quoted 
with  effect  to  justify  our  latest  dealing. 

And  Massachusetts,  where  does  she  stand,  is  she  “a  kneelin’  with  the 
rest?”  Has  she  forgotten  the  statues  to  Chatham  when  he  said,  “Were  I an 
American  as  I am  an  Englishman,  while  a foreign  troop  was  landed  in  my 
country  I never  would  lay  down  my  arms  — never,  never,  never!  ” 


If  we  substitute  for  the  word  “American”  the  word  “Filipino,”  and  for 
“Englishman”  the  word  “ American,”  what  has  Massachusetts  to  sav?  Does 
she  recall  the  flaming  words  for  liberty  and  independence,  for  self-government, 
and  no  taxation  without  representation,  of  Otis  and  the  Adamses?  Has  she 
forgotten  how  her  Sumner  and  Andrew  and  Whittier  and  Lowell  stood  for 
freedom;  how  they  and  Phillips  and  Garrison  took  up  “the  white  man’s 
burden?”  Thank  God,  the  senior  senator  from  Massachusetts  has  spoken  with 
the  love  of  liberty  becoming  his  race,  and  his  words  are  such  as  Massachusetts 
lias  been  used  to  hear. 

He  will  not  be  forgotten  though  the  names  of  others  may  fade  away,  and 
when  this  spasm  for  domain  has  passed,  as  pass  it  will,  Massachusetts  at  last 
will  be  true  to  herself  and  take  up  the  “white  man’s  burden”  as  of  old,  by 
claiming  liberty  and  self-government  for  every  people  and  by  rejecting  the 
vulgar  bribe  of  power  and  gain. 

WINSLOW  WARREN. 


